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RECTORõS CORNER 

 

     As I reflect back on the past year, unlike many of the pundits 

that I heard comment on this past year, I find that we as a church 

had a good one.  Certain ly, the first three months were difficult as 

the economy continued to have a negative effect on our budget.  

But thanks to the decision of the vestry and the generosity of so 

many of you,  we ended the year in the black for the first time in a 

number of yea rs.  

 

     It th ough was also a year in which we said farewell to a number 

of church members including Betty Biggerstaff, Vern Andrews, Proc 

Proctor, Bill Bentley, Fred Kiehle, Jack Biggerstaff, and Dick 

Washburn.  The se  men and woman graced us in so many w ays with 

their kindness and love, and I give thanks for the time that I was 

able to be with them.   

 

     This recent Christmas also was special.  Thanks to the Hart 

family prov iding the music and Norma Hanson  for celebrating the 

6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Eu charist, we began  the Christmas 

Eucharists on a high note.  The same was true at the 11:00 p.m. 

Eucharist thanks to our wonderful choir and the enthusiastic, 

reverent participation of all those who could be there.  
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The 10:00 a.m. Christmas E ucharist also was a real gift especially 

when I turned to greet the communicants and saw my daughter -in 

law, Allison, and son, Patrick, who had driven up from Spartanburg 

to surprise me as I celebrated the last Christmas Eucharist that I 

would be privilege d to celebrate at Transfiguration.  

 

     Maggie and I continue to be aware of how precious these 

moments are as we come to the end of my time to be privileged to 

serve you the Church of the Transfiguration in Bat Cave.  

 

     As we begin this new year, may we continue to look for the many 

ways that God blesses us as we spend our time together.  

 

     Namasteõ 

     Mickey  

 

Condolences:  

Don and Candy Fisher and family at the death of Candyõs brother. 

Jack Biggerstaff  

Bob and Anne Washburn and family, Norm and Helen Ray and family,  

and Betty Zeiger at the death of Dick Washburn  

 

      

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

LIVE THE WAY YOUR PRAY  

 

I knelt to pray when day was done.  
and prayed:  ñO, lord, bless everyone. 
Lift from each saddened heart the pain  
And let the sick be well again.ò 
And then I woke another day  

and carelessly went on my way.  
 

The whole daylong  I did not try  
To wipe a tear from any eye.  
I did not try to share the load  
of any brother on the road.  

I did not even go to see  
the sick man just next door to me.  

 
Yet once again,  when day was done,  
I prayed,  ñO, Lord, bless everyone.ò 

But as I prayed, into my ear  
there came a voice that whispered clear.  
ñPause, hypocrite, before you pray, 
whom have you tried to bless today?ò 

 
Godôs sweetest blessings always go 
by hands that serve him here below.  

And then I hid my face and cried,  
ñForgive me, God, for I have lied. 

Let me but live another day  
And I will live the way I pray.ò 

------Author unknown  

 



 

JUNIOR WARDEN 
 

 
Because of the many business issues I have in progress,  I find I must resign 
as a member of the Vestry.  It has been a wonderful experience, but too many 
times, I found it impossible to undertake the tasks required by the position of 
Junior Warden.  
 
So very much as been accomplished and all was done by loving and giving 
pari shioners.   
 
We were able to  renovate and rent the Rectory and replace our old well system 
so we have good clean drinkable water.  Thanks to Carl Nelson, the pews were 
polished, the pew cushions cleaned, the carpet cleaned, the parish hall and 
church floor s polished, the parish hall ceiling painted, the parking lot vehicle 
lines re -painted, and the gutters cleaned.  Add to this Carl and his crew 
main tains  the cleaning of the church  so we do not have to pay for cleaning 
service.  Surely, Carl must have a ban d of angels following him.  
 
Although I must leave my position on the Vestry, I will continue to devote as 
much time and energy as I can to the continued success of our church.  
 
I pray God will continue to bless the Church of the Transfiguration as we move 
forward into the year 2012.  
 
Blessings to all,  
Robert  

 
          

  



   

TCW NEWS  

 
 

 

 

TCW Christmas Party  
 

This year we celebrated with a luncheon at Esmeralda 

Inn.  As you can see from the pictures we had a very 

special time together.  Thanks to Linda Whi te for the 

gift boxes she made and filled with chocolates.   

 

We are looking forward to a new year and how we can 

support our church and community with our unique 

resources.  Please join us each month on the 2
nd

 

Tuesday at 12:30 with a bag lunch and meetin g at 1:00 

at the church.  We are a small but mighty group of 

ladies and we want your thoughts and ideas of how we 

can channel our energy to make a difference in 2012  

 

 

JoAnne Ellingson,  

President  

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

MOUNTAIN BREEZEéééé 

Be sure to  pick up the next issue  of the  ñMountain Breeze.ò 
Joselyn Watkinsô article is ñTheir Storyò as told to her  
  by Mickey and Maggie Mugan.    
January/ February issue  will feature Mickeyôs Story  
 
 

 

 

HICKORY NUT GORGE OUTREACH  

We want to thank members of Transfiguration  who contributed 

funds, which allowed us to purchase food and toys for families 

during our holiday season.  We also thank all who filled our HOPE 

BAGS (help other people eat) for Thanksgiving and Christmas food 

baskets.    

 

For more information about our mi nistry visit our website:  

www.hickorynutgorgeoutreach.org  

 

Thanks from the Board and Volunteers, Hickory Nut Gorge Outreach  

 

 

 

http://www.hickorynutgorgeoutreach.org/


STEWARDSHIP CORNER  

 

 
     ñAnything you can doé.I can do better.ò 

 

The ñ2
nd

 Annual Stewardship Dinnerò was a great success!  We had over 40 

people in attendance and, hopefully, everybody had a good time.  The 

stewardship part of the program emphasized ñTime and Talentò and we also 

spent some time explaining the ñno-signò pledge card and Covenant Sunday. 

 

Covenant Sunday was November 19.  At that time, we offered our pledges 

directly to God ï with only Him knowing the amount of the pledge.  So far, we 

have received 27 pledge cards amounting to $70,000.  Since the majority of the 

cards represent two people, I call that an excellent response.   

 

If, for any reason, you did not bring your pledge card to church or did not mail 

it in, itôs not too late to do so.  If you have misplaced the card, we have more in 

the church office. 

 

On behalf of the Vestry, I want to thank everybody who responded so 

generously to our request for pledging. 

 

Your Brother in Christ, 

 

Curt Ellingson    



 

GATHERING FOR 2
ND

 ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP DINNER  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

MONTHLY CHURCH BREAKFAST  

 
 

On the third Saturday  of each month at 8:30 A.M. we have a wonderful group 
that gets together for a fabulous breakfast and great companionship.   

 
January 21  
February 18  

 
If you havenôt tried this event you are really missing out on a great event!!! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

HOSPICE OF RUTH ERFORD 

COUNTY PRESENTS  

 

The Journey of Dementia  

Providing the Very Best Care  

 

Speaker:  Teepa Snow, MS, 

ORT/L, FAOTA  

 

January 17, 2012  

9 AM ð 4 PM  

Carolina Event and Conference 

Center  

374 Hudlow Road  

Forest City, NC  

 

Registration deadline is 

January 10  

Att endance Fee is $ 60, which  

includes  

breakfast, lunch, and handouts  

 

Hospice of Rutherford 

Volunteers  

may attend for $20  

 

Credit hours are approved for 

nurses, social workers, 

certified counselors, and 

nursing home administrators.  

 

For additional informatio n 

contact:  

Hospice at 828 -245 -0095  

JoAnn Faulhaber 265 -9952  

 

WINTER VOLUNTEER 

TRAINING  

 

Offered at the following 

locations:  

 

January 23  ð 25,   10 AM ð 3 PM  

Carolina Event & Conference 

Center  

374 Hudlow Road  

Forest City, NC  

 

To register for the training or  

for additional information, 

contact:  

Leslie Tolley at 828 -245 -0095  

 

($15 session fee fill be 

refunded upon becoming and 

active volunteer)  

 

 

 

January 16 ð 18,   10 AM ð 3 PM  

First Presbyterian Church 

(Fellowship Hall)  

79 Academy Street  

Marion, NC  

 

To regis ter for the training or 

for additional information, 

contact:   

Kim Smith at 828 -442 -5463  

 



 

 

 

CHURCH OF THE ADVOCATE  

 

On behalf of the Church of the Advocate (our Dioceseõs parish that 

ministers exclusively to our marginalized and homeless citizens, a 

hea rtfelt THANK YOU!  Donations given directly to me  and  to the 

fund to remodel the kitchen will be used prudently to help ease the 

suffering and promote healing.  

 

In November , Transfiguration collected $750 as All Saints Day 

Memorial Offering (ASDMO).  These  funds went to help Church of 

the Advocate  with expanding their kitchen in the undercroft of 

Trinity Church.  COTA feeds over 250 homeless each Sunday.  

 

 

God Bless You.  

Don Miller  

 

 
 

 



 

GORGE-AREA FREE COMMUNITY DINNER  

EVERY SUNDAY 

 
Please spread the word  about the Gorge - area community dinner.  

We encourage you to come and share a great meal and casual  

get together with others.  

 

ITõS FREE, CASUAL, TASTY AND EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

 

WHERE:  Church of the Transfiguration  

   Saylor Lane @ Hwy 64/74, Bat Cave  

  

 WH EN:  Sundays form 4:00 PM until 5:30 PM  

 

MENU CHANGES WEEKLY  

 

NO COST  

NO DRESS CODE  

NO RESERVATIONS  

NO CHURCH SERVICE  

 

Also, if you know someone that could use a good hot Sunday dinner, please 

ask them to attend==or just come eat with us yourself, and then  carry out 

a ògo boxó dinner to them. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

Sundays:    Eucharist 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM  
    Community Dinners ï 4:00 PM 
    January 1  ï No Community Dinner  
    January 15 ï Annual Church Meeting  
    February 19 ï Bishop Taylorôs Visit 
     
     
Tuesdays:    January 10 and February 14  
    TCW ï Bring -A-Lunch ï 12:30 PM 
    TCW Meeting ï 1:00 PM 
     
     
Wednesdays:   Healing Service with Eucharist  10:00 AM 
    Bible Study  11:00 AM 
 
Thursdays:    January 12 and February 9  
    Vestry Meeting ï 4:00 PM 
     
 
Saturdays:    January 21 and February 18    
    8:30 AM - Church Breakfasts  
     
     
 
 

 
 

         

 



 

JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS    JANUARY  ANNIVERSARIES  

06 Rev. Norma Hanson     09 William and Katie Burch  
09 Jack Stanier      12 Nathaniel and Roberta S mith  
11 Carol Hindle      28 Joe and Linda Carter  
12 Patrick Mugan      31 Don and Ann Hinton  
14    Pat Andrews  
14 Mary Williams  
18 Leon Sipes  
18 Joselyn Watkins  
19 Lynn Morehead  
29 Mary Stroman  
 

FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS    FEBRUARY  ANNIVERSARIES  

07 Julie Maziarka                              None 
14 JoAnne Okpych  
14 Chuck Watkins  
15 Marcia Hardy  
16 Robert Taylor  
21 Jennifer Whiteside  
21 ZT Whiteside  
22 Dean Egly  
22 Demi Weaver  
24 Charlie Williams  
27 Linda White  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Church of the Transfiguration  

P.O. Box 130  

Bat Cave, NC 28710  

(828) 625 -9244  


